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ENDANGERED LANGUAGES IN JAPAN

CURRENT RESOURCES

Corpus of Japanese Dialects (Kibe et al., to appear)

•75-hour recordings from 25 places collected in 1977-1985 (to be pub-

lished before 2021)

• Searchable online both in Standard Japanese and Dialects

Endangered Language Database

•Online database of vocabularies and discourse

h�p://kikigengo.ninjal.ac.jp

• 14 places across Japan (mainly Ryukyu and Hachijo)

•Approximately 9000 words & expressions with recordings

Shima Shotai Font (Ogawa et al., 2019)

•Sounds that cannot be wri�en in Standard Japanese

wri�ng system

•All Ryukyuan varie�es arewri�en under unified system

•Kana-based system (phonogramic) instead of kanji-

based (ideogramic)

•Makes it easier to type on PCs

•Ver�cal wri�ng also possible

•Unicode registra�on as future task

ARCHIVING & EXHIBITION SPACE (ON-

GOING)

Language archiving system

•Building archiving system for researchers & community members

• Japanese-mediated (makes it possible for almost all ci�zens in Japan

to access the system)

•Easily depositable & immediately visible/usable

Language museum

• Incremental update & publish to mo�vate depositers to keep de-

posi�ng data

•Exhibi�on with coherent stories (Takubo, 2017)

FOR &WITH COMMUNITIES

Picture books w/ audio, video, & text

•Picture books for children

•The parent genera�on (passive speakers) are supposed to read for

them and prac�ce the language

•Audio & video available for prac�ce

Dic�onary

•Tradi�onal: Compiled for 20+ years by a single linguist

•New: Collected & published immediately & incrementally by com-

munity members & linguists

Interac�ve ILG-ed transcript (Karaoke)

•Video or sound with transcrip�on

•The corresponding part is played by clicking the transcrip�on

Genera�on gaps

•Older gen.: knowledgeable in language, less in technology

•Younger gen.: knowledgeable in technology, in about language
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